
Miriam Makeba

 

4 March 1932 – 9 November 2008 

nicknamed Mama Africa, was a Grammy Award-winning South
African singer and civil rights activist. In the 1960s she was the first

artist from Africa to popularize African music around the world.
Makeba campaigned against the South African system of apartheid.
The South African government responded by revoking her passport

in 1960 and her citizenship and right of return in 1963. As the
apartheid system crumbled she returned home for the first time in

1990. Makeba died of a heart attack on 9 November 2008 after
performing in a concert in Italy organised to support writer Roberto
Saviano in his stand against the Camorra, a mafia-like organisation

local to the region of Campania.
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